Greenland Home Rule Executive Order no. 1 of January 21 2004
concerning Protection of Birds

In accordance with § 5, § 35, § 36, sect. 2 and § 60, sect. 2 of Act of Parliament no. 29 of December 18 2003 concerning Nature Preservation, as well as § 8, § 13, sect. 3 and § 17, sect. 2 of Act of Parliament no. 12 of October 29 1999 concerning Harvesting and Hunting, the following is established:

Areas of validity 

§ 1
This executive order applies to Greenland's land and fishery territory.

§ 2
Only persons holding a valid hunting licence can legally hunt birds or collect bird eggs.

Total protection

§ 3
All species of birds are fully protected, cf. however §§ 4-6.

Fall and winter hunting of quota species

§ 4
During fall and winter the following species of seabirds may be hunted within the geographical areas and hunting seasons listed in sect. 2 and sect. 3:
Sect. 2.  The area from Kap Farvel to the northern border of Kangaatsiaq Municipality:
1)  Brünnich's Guillemot (Uria lomvia) October 15 – February 28/29
2)  Common Guillemot (Uria aalge) October 15 – February 28/29
3)  Common Eider (Somateria mollisima) October 15 – February 28/29
4)  King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) October 15 – February 28/29
Sect. 3.  The area from the northern border of Kangaatsiaq Municipality to the northern border of Qaanaaq Municipality, and in Tasiilaq Municipality as well as in Ittoqqortoormiit Municipality:
1)  Brünnich's Guillemot (Uria lomvia) September 1 – February 28/29
2)  Common Guillemot (Uria aalge) September 1 – February 28/29
3)  Common Eider (Somateria mollisima) October 15 – February 28/29
4)  King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) October 15 – February 28/29 
Sect. 4.  During the periods mentioned in sect. 2-3 persons holding a commercial hunting licence may bag a combined maximum of 30 birds per hunting day of the species Brünnich's Guillemot, Common Guillemot, Common Eider and King Eider.
Sect. 5  During the periods mentioned in sect. 2-3 persons holding a leisure hunting licence may bag a combined maximum of 10 birds per hunting day of the species Brünnich's Guillemot, Common Guillemot, Common Eider and King Eider. 
Sect. 6.  A hunting day, cf. sect. 4-5, is understood as that day (i.e. 24 hours) where the person is out hunting. Days with no hunting or days with partially used quotas can not result in saving daily quotas for later use. Furthermore, allocated quotas can not be used on beforehand.
Sect. 7.  A quota per hunting day, cf. sect. 4-5, is personal and can not be transferred.
Spring hunting of quota species

§ 5
During spring the following species of seabirds may be hunted, for consumption by the hunter's own household, during the hunting seasons and within the geographical areas listed:
Sect. 2.  Ittoqqortoormiit Municipality:
1)  Brünnich's Guillemot (Uria lomvia) March 1– May 31
2) Common Guillemot (Uria aalge) March 1– May 31 
3) Common Eider (Somateria mollisima) March 1– May 31
4) King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) March 1– May 31
Sect. 3.  Qaanaaq Municipality:
1)  Brünnich's Guillemot (Uria lomvia) March 1– June 15
2) Common Guillemot (Uria aalge) March 1– June 15
3) Common Eider (Somateria mollisima) March 1– June 15
4) King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) March 1– June 15
Sect. 4. During the period listed in sect. 2-3 a combined maximum bag of 5 birds per hunting day is allowed for the species mentioned in each of the geographical areas.
Sect. 5. A hunting day, cf. sect. 4, is understood as that day (i.e. 24 hours) where the person is out hunting. Days with no hunting or days with partially used quotas can not result in saving daily quotas for later use. Furthermore, allocated quotas can not be used on beforehand.
Sect. 6.  A quota per hunting day, cf. sect. 4, is personal and can not be transferred.
Hunting of non-quota species

§ 7
During the periods listed below the following bird species may be hunted:
1) Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) September 1 – March 31
2) Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) September 1 – December 31
3) Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) September 1 – May 31
4) Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) September 1 – April 30. In Ittoqqortoormiit Municipality migrating birds may be hunted until May 31
5) Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) September 1 – April 30. In Ittoqqortoormiit Municipality migrating birds may be hunted until May 31
6) White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) September 1 – October 15
7) Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) September 1 – October 15
8) Mallard (Anas plathyrhynchos) September 1 – February 28/29
9) Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) September 1 – February 28/29
10) Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) September 1 – February 28/29
11) Little Auk (Alle alle) September 1 – April 30. In Qaanaaq and Ittoqqortoormiit municipalities is it legal to hunt and harvest Little Auk year round. 
12) Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) September 1 – April 30
13) Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) September 1 – April 30
14) Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) September 1 – April 30
15) Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) September 1 – February 28/29 
16) Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus mutus) September 1 – April 30
17) Common Raven (Corvus corax) September 1 – February 28/29. 
Collecting of eggs

§ 7
Collecting of bird eggs is illegal, cf. however Sect. 2-4.
Sect. 2. Persons holding a hunting licence of any type may, for private consumption, collect eggs from Northern Fulmar, Black-backed Gull and Glaucous Gull until and including May 31 in the year of collection.
Sect. 3. Persons who are residents in Ittoqqortoormiit or Qaanaaq municipality may, for private consumption, collect eggs from Little Auk.
Sect. 4. Persons holding a commercial hunting licence may collect eggs from Glaucous Gull and Black-backed Gull until and including May 31 in the year of collection with the purpose of selling in accordance with § 13, sect. 4.
Sect. 5. While collecting eggs is it illegal to use rope, ladders or climbing equipment.

Bird colonies

§ 8
The term "bird colony" is, in the present executive order, understood as any locality where at least 10 pairs of sea birds breed.
Sect. 2. It is illegal to shoot or in an unnecessary manner make noise within the following distances of a bird colony:
1) 5000 m, if the bird colony is inhabited by Brünnich's Guillemot, Guillemot, Razorbill, Little Auk, Kittiwake, Northern Fulmar or Cormorant.
2) 200 m, if the bird colony is an island or a peninsula inhabited by Common Eider, King Eider, Black Guillemot, Puffin, Arctic Tern or other gulls, except for Kittiwake. 
Sect. 3. Regardless of the contents of Sect. 2 eggs may be collected in accordance with § 7.
Sect. 4. Regardless of the contents of Sect. 2 navigation along marked routes can take place.
Bird protection areas

§ 9
Any landing, trespassing or passage is illegal during May 1 - August 31 on the following locations and within a distance of 500 m from these:
1) Lion Islands south of Qeqertat (Qaanaaq municipality) 
2) Kuup apparsui / Cape Shackleton (Upernavik municipality) 
3) Toqqusaaq (Upernavik municipality) 
4) Kingittuarsuk, WNW of Angissoq (Upernavik municipality) 
5) Upernaviup apparsui / Sanderson's Hope (Upernavik municipality)
6) Kippaku apparsuit (Upernavik municipality)
7) Salleq (Uummannaq municipality) 
8) Assissut / Brændevinsskær near Kronprinsens Ejland (Qeqertarsuaq municipality) 
9) Nunatsiaq / Rotten near Hunde Ejland (Aasiaat municipality) 
10) Saattuarsuit near Grønne Ejland (Aasiaat municipality) 
11) The fjord branch Tasiussarsuaq east of Naternaq near Nordenskjölds Bræ (Kangaatsiaq and Qasigiannguit municipalities) 
12) Appat innaat near Ritenbenk (Ilulissat municipality) 
13) The westernmost island cluster Kitsissut (Qaqortoq municipality) 
Sect. 2. Regardless of the provisions in sect. 1 navigation along marked routes can take place.
Protection of nests, eggs and nestlings

§10
In addition to the specific provisions in §§ 8-9 concerning bird cliffs and bird protection areas it is illegal all over Greenland to damage or in any other way disturb recently built or inhabited nests, as well as eggs and nestlings.
Sect. 2. Exempted from sect. 1 is the collecting of nestlings of Little Auk in accordance with § 6, sect. 1 no. 11 as well as collecting of eggs in accordance with § 7.

Hunting

§ 11
Birds on the wings may not be shot at from an engine-driven vessel, while the engine is propelling the boat.
Sect. 2. Mass driving and shooting of moulting ducks and geese are illegal.
Sect. 3. Hunting birds using aircraft, motorized vehicles or snowmobiles is illegal. 

§ 12
Hunting and harvesting of birds can take place only by means of the following weapons and hunting implements:
1) Shotgun (up to calibre 12 ) and rifle of minimum calibre 0.22. 
2) Pump gun of maximum calibre 12, insofar as it can contain only two cartridges.
3) Bow and arrow as well as kayak arrow or fowling spear.
4) Hand net and racket or landing net while harvesting Little Auk in Qaanaaq and Ittoqqortoormiit municipalities.
Selling of birds and eggs 

§ 13
Persons holding a commercial hunting licence can sell the harvested birds only in the home municipality and only in an untreated, plucked or cleaned stage to the end consumer. 
Sect. 2. Birds harvested as fishery by-catch can not be sold.
Sect. 3. Selling, cf. sect. 1, the species Brünnich's Guillemot, Common Guillemot, Common Eider and King Eider can take place only during the hunting season listed in § 4, sect. 2-3. Other harvestable species can be sold during the entire hunting season for the species in question, cf. § 6.
Sect. 4. Persons holding a commercial hunting licence can sell gull eggs, collected in accordance with § 7 sect. 4, only in the home municipality and only in raw and unprepared condition to the end consumer.
Sect. 5. Harvested birds can not be used in commercial production, preparation or freezing without a preceding permit from the Minister for Nature. 
Sect. 6. A permit, cf. sect. 5, may – for the purpose of protecting local bird populations – establish conditions for the time period, the locality as well as the quota for the purchase. The permit may also regulate conditions for the sale, insofar as this can contribute to the protection of local bird populations. 
Retrieved rings, tags and transmitters fitted on birds

§ 14
Rings, tags, radio and satellite transmitters found on harvested birds must be forwarded to the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources along with information about where and when the bird was harvested.
Reporting hunting and harvesting

§ 15
All harvested birds, including those harvested as fishery by-catch, must be reported annually to "Piniarneq" insofar as the species are listed in the harvest report form in "Piniarneq".
Sect. 2. Eggs collected for commercial as well as private consumption must be reported annually to "Piniarneq", insofar as the species in question are listed in the harvest report form in "Piniarneq".
Trading and export etc. of birds and products thereof

§ 16
Announcement of sale, offering for sale, the selling and buying of fully protected bird species, live as well as dead, parts or products thereof, are illegal, cf. however §13, sect. 1, sect. 3 and sect. 4. 

§ 17
Fully protected bird species, live or dead including parts or products thereof, can not legally be taken out of Greenland.
Sect. 2. Bringing specimens of free living bird species, including parts or products thereof, out of Greenland as part of a household move will require a permit from the Directorate for Environment and Nature. 
Sect. 3. Bringing specimens of free living bird species, including parts or products thereof, out of Greenland for scientific or educational purposes, will require a preceding permit from the Department for Environment and Nature.
Sect. 4. Dead found specimens of fully protected bird species including parts thereof, must – if not left behind in nature – immediately be handed over to the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources or to the police that will deliver the specimen to the institute.

Captivity, release and ringing of birds

§ 18
It is illegal to hold wild Greenlandic bird species captive. 
Sect. 2. For the purpose of tending injured wild birds, the Department for Environment and Nature may exempt from sect. 1.
§ 19
It is illegal to release into nature imported birds or offspring thereof.
§ 20
Ringing of wild birds, scientific catching of wild birds or sampling from wild birds all require a preceding permit from the Department for Environment and Nature.
Dispensation

§ 21
The Department for Environment and Nature may exempt from the provisions in the present executive order when scientific or educational objectives demand so, or when birds present a hazard to aircraft traffic.
Municipal bylaws

§ 22
For violation of the provisions in the present executive order's § 2, §§ 3-7, § 8, sect. 2, § 9, sect. 1, § 10, sect. 1, §§ 11-14, §§ 16-17, § 18, sect. 1, and §§ 19-20 a fine may be imposed. 

Effect

§ 23
This executive order takes effect as of February 15 2004.
Sect. 2. At the same time the "Greenland Home Rule's Executive Order no. 38 of December 6 2001 concerning the protection of birds in Greenland" is rescinded. 
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